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Abstract  

Education as a very important agent of civilization and socialization is also a 
pivot on which the development of a nation can be hinged. Nigeria as a 
developing nation needs qualitative education to grow. This paper sought to 
look at creative art education as a panacea for education and national 
development in Nigeria beyond 2020. To this end, the paper discussed the 
concept of creative art education, its implication for national development 
and challenges facing creative art education. It is opined that if this kind of 
education is encouraged, the development of Nigeria beyond 2020 will be 
on a positive note. 
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Due to some changes across the globe, every nation of the world seeks to grow educationally 
in order to live up-to expectations of modern times that is characterised by series of innovations and 
developments in different facets of life which are geared towards making the nation more comfortable 
to live in and to enhance the economic advancement. This aspiration has been a propelling force for 
the academic to see research on education and development as a clarion call to seek for how their 
nation can advance in education and development. 
          According to Sanusi, Okechukwu and Lawal (2011), creative arts education is an instrument per 
excellence for effective national development and that Nigeria cannot afford to toy with theeducation 
of her citizenry in this regard because the wealth of a nation is a function of the available human 
resources and not the abundance of natural resources alone. From the foregoing, creative art education 
is a fertile ground to boost education and development beyond 2020 if harnessed. 
            Modern day educational style encourages more of pragmatic education that could meet the 
needs of the people. It is obvious that creative art education is in tandem with this education 
philosophy. Yet creative art has not been given its rightful place. Hence, Mbahi (1997) disclosed that, 
people think that the lazy and the average students who cannot cope with science are those that should 
study creative Arts. This implies that most people have erroneous and lukewarm attitude towards the 
subject area because of their inherent erroneous notions about the subject (Creative Art Education). 
          The cancerous state of teaching and learning creative art education in Nigeria is covering the 
people’s sense of judgement and the expected impact of the subject on national development. This is 
partly because un-professional hands have been made to do the teaching of the subject especially at 
the primary school level. One of their inexperience approach to the teaching of the subject, it has been 
replaced with the purchase and submission of detergents, vim, tissue papers and bathing soaps for 
assessment. The more items a student submits for assessment, the higher his/her grade. To corroborate 
this, Adediran (2002) noted that it is quite disheartening that many policy makers on art do not have 
previous orientation in the discipline and that poor implementation of educational policies are 
detrimental too. 
 
Concept of Creative Art 

Creative art is the synthesis of Dance, Drama, Music Fine and Applied Art. Adediran (2002) 
disclosed that, creative art education encompasses all aspects of visual literacy and most often, 
theatrical arts are inclusive. Different nomenclatures are used to describe the subjects at different 
levels of education for the sake of simplification, identity or glorification of the contextual structure. 
The subject is aimed at developing the individual to acquire useful skills. According to Stanfield 
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(1956), such acquired skills are to make him become self reliant by being self employed. Thus, he 
becomes useful to himself and the society to which he belongs. To this end, Adediran (2002) discloses 
that the National Policy on Education (1981) stipulates that at the post primary education level, 
vocational education is to provide the necessary training for the semi-skilled or craftsmen in 
processing, construction, production, assembling, servicing and maintenance. In line with that 
statement, creative Art education is a vocational education that enhances all round development of 
individual e.g. affective, cognitive and psychomotor area domains. This is true because of aesthetic 
values, logical reasoning and practical tasks inherent in creativity. 
 
Implication of Creative Art Education for Education and National Development  
 If the teaching and learning of creative Art is encouraged in Nigeria schools, the following 
implications amongst others will be realised in education and national development beyond 2020. 
 
Job Creation 
 If the teaching and learning of Creative Art is encouraged in Nigeria schools, the problem of 
unemployment in the country will be reduced drastically as those who studied creative Art can be self 
employed unlike those that have no vocational training. Adejemilua (1990) Opined that multiplicity of 
opportunities are available in the field of Art education that could enable the individual contribute 
effectively to the economic and social up-liftingof the society. This is because such individuals who 
have acquired training in creative arts will not only be self employed but are also employers of labour. 
It is obvious that if unemployment is reduced in a country, the economy of the nation will be 
improved greatly. 
 
Crime Reduction 
 It is observed that crime rate is increasing everyday across the globe. So-many people are into 
prostitution, robbery and advance Fraud (419) to mention but a few. Some people take to such acts 
because of idleness. In line with that, Lawal (2011) purported that, an idle mind is usually the devils 
workshop. This is aptly because they have no other source of livelihood. Despite the efforts of 
security agents in Nigeria and across the globe, there is no remarkable improvement. It is an 
established fact that a hungry man is an angry man. Through Creative Art Education, crime rate can 
be reduced because people can be endowed with relevant skills that can make them to become 
responsible citizen who has a job doing. Thus, he/she becomes a responsible citizen(s). There will be 
more development in a nation where crime rate is minimal. 
 
Functional Education 
 Nigeria educational system has over the years been more of theory knowledge because of the 
nature of her curricullum. Hence, there is little or no acquisition of practical skills. This is not the case 
with countries like Japan, China and America that encourage pragmatic style of education. If creative 
Art Education is encouraged in Nigeria, Citizens of this nation will be endowed with functional 
education. This will to a great extent make education in Nigeria more pragmatic. 
 
Creativity 
 Creativity is the mother of invention. Through the knowledge of creative Art education, the 
level of creativity will be on the increase. To this end, if the level of creativity increases, the citizens 
can go into producing so-many things or products that the country still imports till date. By 
implication, the country’s (Nigeria) importation of somegoods will reduce while her exportation will 
increase. Note that china is what it is today because of their creativity. 
 
Challenges of Creative Art Education 
 In contemporary Nigeria, the original essence of teaching and learning creative Art has been 
submerged by poor curriculum implementation and bad policy formulation. Rather than teaching and 
encouraging students and pupils to be creative by subjecting them to practical activities that will lead 
them to produce some things or objects with their hands, purchase and submission of detergents, 
tissue papers and bathing soap etc are encouraged for submission as students or pupils hand works for 
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assessment. The more the quantity of such items a pupil/student submits for assessment, the higher the 
scores awarded to such pupils or students. 
 Schools are poorly staffed with creative Arts teachers. Hence, there is poor implementation of 
creative Art curriculum. In some cases, professionally trained Hausa, Yoraba, Igbo teachers etcare 
assigned to teach creative art. Consequent upon this, curriculum is poorly implemented. Adediran 
(2002) remarked that vocational education is expected to provide the necessary training for semi-
skilled or Craftsman. 
 One other challenge of creative art education is the fact that conducive atmosphere is not 
created for learning the subject. For instance, most schools do not have creative art studio. The few 
schools that have do not have the needed facilities for effective teaching and learning creative art. To 
corroborate this statement, Adeniyi (2002) Said effective teaching and learning of Art can take place 
where necessary tools, materials and equipment are provided. 
 High cost of creative Art materials is another challenge that should be considered. In fact, 
most parents find it difficult to purchase creative art materials for their children to learn the subject in 
school. Perhaps, it is because most of the materials are imported from other countries with high tariff. 
Consequent upon this, the cost of purchasing such materials become very high. 
 
Conclusion 
 Creative art education as a subject in Nigeria schools is a functional and practical oriented 
subject that will aid the reduction of crime rate, encourage self reliance, creativity and also make 
Nigeria educational system more functional and qualitative as some needs of people can be met 
through it. However, this can be made possible if solution is proffered to challenges facing the 
teaching and learning of the subject in Nigeria. 
 
Recommendations 
 For better educational standard and the realization of the benefits accrued to the teaching and 
learning of Creative Arts in Nigeria, the following recommendations are made amongst others: 
 Government should encourage the teaching and learning creative art education by recruiting 
more qualified creative art teachers. 

Creative art education should be provided with relevant materials, tools and equipment. 
Creative Art industries should be established in Nigeria where creative Artists and creative 

minded people can work. 
More orientation should be given on the need for creative art education in Nigeria to jettison 

the initial erroneous notion about the subject. 
The status of creative art education should be changed from being an elective subject to a core 

subject in Nigeria schools. 
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